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A Maleta Full of Treasures by
Natalia Sylvester
It’s been three years since
Abuela’s last visit, and Dulce
eagerly explores the candies
and gifts tucked inside her
maletas from family in Peru. But
when Abuela starts packing to
leave, Dulce has an idea—she’ll
send a bit of her own world
back with her for the cousins
she’s never met.
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A Flicker of Hope: A Story of
Migration by Cynthia Harmony
Lucía cherishes watching the
monarch butterflies migrate from
her home in Mexico alongside
Papá. But this year, their journey
north carries new meaning—Papá
is migrating too, in search of
work. As he spends the summer
harvesting crops far away, Lucía
keeps watch over the skies,
trusting that the butterflies will
lead her papá back to her.

Angélica and La Güira by
Angie Cruz
Every summer, Angélica visits
the Dominican Republic,
where her Abuelito gifts her a
güira to keep her connected
to her roots. Missing him, she
tries playing it at home, but it’s
too loud—and when she
dreams of joining the school
orchestra, she’s told the güira
doesn’t fit their music.

Squawk of Spanish by
Gabriella Alderman
Every Sunday, Max and his Abuela
share a special bond through
baking—even though they speak
different languages. With help
from Lorito, their clever bilingual
parrot, Max works through his
insecurities about speaking
Spanish. 

Perla the Mighty Dog by
Isabelle Allende
Nico finds courage with the help
of his rescue dog, Perla. She
immediately uses her adorable
charm to win Nico’s heart at the
shelter. Perla discovers a magical
hiding spot she shares with Nico
and soon notices he’s quietly
struggling with bullying. 

The Plant Rescuer by Matthew
Rivera
Manny admires his dad—the best
gardener he knows—and is
thrilled to receive his very first
plant. But caring for it proves
harder than expected, and no
matter what he tries, the plant
keeps wilting. Determined not to
give up, Manny visits the library,
learns how to care for his plant,
and discovers the joy of nurturing
something on his own. 

I Am La Chiva!: The Colorful
Bus of the Andes by Karol
Hernández
Follow an iconic chiva—a
colorful bus—winding through
the Andes Mountains, carrying
people, animals, and treats
while spreading joy wherever it
goes. Told in lively rhyme that
blends Spanish and English, it
celebrates community, culture,
and the beauty of the region.

Bodega Cats by Hilda Eunice
Burgos
Follow Miguel Rosado, the son of
Dominican immigrants and a
passionate aspiring artist. When
he’s not helping out at his
parents’ bodega, Miguel dreams
of joining his school’s afterschool
art club. But his parents see art as
just a hobby, not something to
take seriously.

Mercedes Sosa: Voice of the
People by Aixa Pérez-Prado
This nonfiction biography tells the
story of an Argentine folksinger
and activist of Indigenous and
European descent who grew up
in poverty. Despite her father’s
objections, she won a singing
contest. She later married a
fellow musician, and together
they sang powerful songs of
social justice, leading to their
exile from Argentina.

Benny Ramirez and the Nearly
Departed by Jose Pablo Iriarte
Benny has just moved from Mexico to
his grandfather’s mansion in Miami,
where he discovers the ghost of his
abuelo—a trumpet player who remains
trapped in the house, barred from the
afterlife. Only Benny can see him.
Although Benny attends a performing
arts school, he lacks musical talent, so
his abuelo steps in to teach him the
trumpet and help him gain popularity.

Legendarios: Wrath of the Rain
God by Karla Arenas Valenti
Twins Emma and Martin have just
moved from Mexico to Chicago,
where their dad has taken a new
job as a middle school principal. To
help them stay connected to their
Mexican heritage, their
grandmother gives them a book of
Mexican legends. When they open
it, they’re magically transported into
the stories themselves.



Grades 3-5

Best Believe: The Tres Hermanas,
a Sisterhood for the Common
Good by NoNieqa Ramos
The story of three Puerto Rican
sisters who became powerful
community leaders in the Bronx.
Through rhythmic verse and lively
illustrations, the book highlights
their work advocating for
education, cultural representation,
and community empowerment. 

Vega's Piece of the Sky by
Jennifer Torres
After learning that meteorite
fragments can be worth a lot of
money, Vega hopes to find one to
help cover her grandfather’s
medical bills and save her family’s
struggling store. She’s joined by
Jasper, the son of an amateur
meteorite hunter, and her cousin
Mila. Together, the trio navigates
the physical challenges of the
wilderness and the emotional
weight of their personal struggles.

Mani Semilla Finds Her Quetzal
Voice by Anna Lapera
Mani Semilla wants two things: to
get her period and to stop her
mom’s plan to take her to
Guatemala on her thirteenth
birthday. But everything changes
when she discovers secret letters in
the attic between her mom and her
Tía Beatriz—who, according to
family stories, died in a bus crash
before Mani was born.

Brownstone by Samuel Teer
This graphic novel tells the story of
14-year-old Almudena meeting her
dad for the first time. Facing a
language barrier, Almudena
navigates communication challenges
by relying on her dad’s friends—a
difficult but ultimately rewarding
journey. As she learns about
gentrification, Almudena joins forces
with her dad, his friends, and his love
interest to fight for their
neighborhood’s future. 

Sing It Like Celia by Monica
Mancillas
Twelve-year-old Mexican American
Salva must live with her father after her
mother suddenly leaves. Having not
seen him since her parents’ divorce
when she was young, Salva now shares
a camper in an RV park with her dad, a
traveling journalist. She bonds with
local kids who share her passion for
music, introducing them to her and her
mother’s favorite—Celia Cruz and
salsa. 

A Second Chance on Earth by Juan
Vidal
Written in verse, this story explores grief
as a young boy copes with the sudden
loss of his father in a motorcycle
accident. He travels to Cartagena,
Colombia, to spread his father’s ashes
and connect with his family’s roots.
Throughout his journey, he reflects on One
Hundred Years of Solitude, a book he and
his father both cherished, which helps him
see the world with fresh eyes.

This Land is Our Land: A Blue
Beetle Story by Julio Anta
Jaime is a Mexican American teen
passionate about astronomy but
repeatedly drawn into political
conflict because of his racial
identity. After several violent
attacks by white supremacists
and a mysterious encounter with
what appears to be an alien,
Jaime realizes he must stand up—
not only to protect his community
but to save his friend as well.

The Great Cool Ranch Dorito in
the Sky by Josh Galarza
Brett is a teen grappling with loss
—he’s lost his birth mother, and his
adoptive mother is battling
cancer. While staying with his
best friend’s family, Brett secretly
copes by self-medicating with
vodka and binge eating. When his
best friend posts a page from
Brett’s food journal online to
“snap him out of it,” Brett’s world
shifts. 

Libertad by Bessie Flores
Zaldivar
Set during a tense presidential
election in Honduras, this story
follows Libertad, a teenage lesbian
poet torn between her feelings for
her best friend and her mother’s
demand to hide her sexuality, while
her activist brother Maynor is killed
by military police.

Grades 6-8

Monster Locker by Jorge Aguirre
Sixth grader Pablo is starting middle
school without his best friend, navigating
a lively family that includes a firefighter
mom, a chef dad, a sister obsessed with
her upcoming quinceañera, and an
eccentric abuela. Desperate for a phone
but denied by his parents, Pablo
discovers that his locker in the school’s
deserted basement is haunted by Obie
the Evil—a blob-like monster.

Grades 9-12
Twin Flames by Olivia Abtahi
Leila and Bianca are Iranian-
Argentinian twins with very different
connections to their heritage—Leila
shies away from hers, while Bianca
embraces it fully. When their
neighbor’s barn burns down, Leila
encounters a mysterious monster
known as a djinn, the cause of the
fire. Despite their differences, the
sisters must work together to
confront the djinn. 
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